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Environmental Science 
Class Location: Room 904
Fall 2024

Name: Tijereah Ross
Email: Tijereah.ross@henry.k12.ga.us 	
Google Voice: 678-820-8018								
Tutoring: By  appointment only

Co-Teacher: Dhara Andralliski (Ms. A) 
Email: dhara.andralliski@henry.k12.ga.us
Google Voice: (404) 981-1347
Tutoring: By appointment only

		
Course Description 
 Environmental science is the study of the biological, chemical, and physical conditions of an environment and their effect on the various organisms contained therein.  Students will have the opportunity to explore all areas of environmental science in this course.  Students will also engage in experiments and investigations that will challenge them to think critically.

Course Goals 
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to: 
·  Think critically about environmental issues 
·  Students will understand and apply the scientific process to environmental science
· Students will be able to analyze, read, and write from an environmental science 
·  Students will understand how humans impact of the environment


Required Texts, Materials, or Equipment
· School Laptop – Have daily and make sure it’s charged
· Colored pencils (highly recommended) 
· Markers 
· Pencils
· Pens (blue or black - no writing in neon colors like lime green or orange please)
· Composition notebook paper
· Highlighter (recommended if you are into that)
· Inexpensive Earphones/Headphones
· Positive attitude (highly recommended)!
Daily Work/Homework
Check the homework assignments regularly to be aware of upcoming tasks.
· Seek clarification from the teacher if any assignment instructions are unclear.
· Utilize class notes, textbooks, and online resources as necessary to solve problems or answer questions.
· Start early to allow time for complex or time-consuming assignments.
· Review and double-check their work for accuracy and completeness before submission.
· Engage in supplementary exercises or practice problems provided by the teacher to reinforce learning.
· Practice regularly to develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter.
· Ask questions and seek help from the teacher or classmates if encountering challenges.
It's important for students to be proactive, organized, and consistent in their approach to prepare for class and complete assignments. These practices will not only lead to better academic performance but also foster a deeper understanding of the subject matter. Students should always refer to their teachers' instructions and course syllabi for precise information.

Major Assignments: Descriptions
Major assignments will include projects and exams throughout the semester. Please refer below to the grade calculation chart for major assignments. Instructions and deadlines for these assignments will be given throughout the semester.
Class Participation 
All students are expected and required to participate in class discussions, activities, projects, etc. Participating in class helps students learn how to engage with others while building classroom relationships. Class participation is also used to help identify the student's level of mastery. 
Consider including a statement indicating that all interactions in class will be civil, respectful, and supportive of an inclusive learning environment for all students. Encourage students to speak to you, about any concerns they may have about classroom participation and classroom dynamics.>
Course Grading  
Statement of Grading Approach or Philosophy
Grading will be based upon the students' mastery level of the content. Please refer to the grade calculations below and other grading information.
Explanation of the Grading System
The information below is the grading calculations, grading scale, and important information regarding grades. This grading system is used for all classes at Stockbridge High School. 


	Practice Work 40%
	Assessment Tasks 40%
	Mid-term/Final Exam 20%

	Homework, Written Reflections, Any task that allows for practice of skills/standard; District Common Formative Assessment(s)
	Constructed Response Assessments, Selected Response Assessments, Reflective Assessments, Summative Unit Assessments, Culminating Performance Tasks, Projects
	Assess the totality of standards for the course. 


*SHS instructors will input at least TWO grades per course a week.

Other Important Grading Information    
· SHS instructors will input at least TWO grades per course a week.
· Always review your student’s current class average in Infinite Campus.
· Please be patient if an assignment is not immediately updated on Infinite Campus, especially if turned in and accepted late.

Grading Scale 
90-100=A
80-89=B
74-79=C
70-73=D
Below 70=F

Non-Academic Grades
Students will be evaluated on non-academic factors as follows through the conduct grade:
S-Satisfactory     N-Needs Improvement     U-Unsatisfactory

Weighted GPA-Extra Quality Points
Honors, Dual Enrollment (DE), and Advanced Placement (AP) classes taken while enrolled with the Henry County School System will receive extra quality points. The weighted GPA will be included on the student's official transcript.  Extra quality points will be assigned as follows:

	Honor Courses
	Advanced Placement & Dual Enrollment Courses

	A=4.5 Quality Points
B=3.5 Quality Points
C=2.5 Quality Points
D=1.5 Quality Points
F=0 Quality Points
	A=5 Quality Points
B=4 Quality Points
C=3 Quality Points
D=2 Quality Points
F=0 Quality Points



Course-Specific Support or Supplementary Instruction

Re-teaching opportunities will take place throughout the school year. If a student is in need of assistance I urge them to raise their hands and ask for assistance. 

Course Policies and Information for Students
INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT STATEMENT

The best learning environment––whether in the classroom, studio, laboratory, or fieldwork site––is one in which all members feel respected while being productively challenged. At Stockbridge High School, we are dedicated to fostering an inclusive atmosphere, in which all participants can contribute, explore, and challenge their own ideas as well as those of others. Every participant has an active responsibility to foster a climate of intellectual stimulation, openness, and respect for diverse perspectives, questions, personal backgrounds, abilities, and experiences, although instructors bear primary responsibility for its maintenance.
A range of resources is available to those who perceive a learning environment as lacking inclusivity, as defined in the preceding paragraph. If possible, we encourage students to speak directly with their instructor about any suggestions or concerns they have regarding a particular instructional space or situation. Alternatively, students may bring concerns to another trusted advisor or administrator (such as an academic advisor, mentor, department chair, or administrator). All classroom participants––including faculty, staff, and students––who observe a bias incident affecting a student may also file a report (whether personally or anonymously).

1. ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance will be taken during the first 10 minutes of each class daily. Students should be in class when the tardy bell rings. (Students who are 10 minutes or more tardy to class will receive a discipline referral for skipping). Dropping your items off in the class and going back in the hallway to socialize does not make you present. BE ON TIME!
Transition and Late Bell Schedule
School Day: 8:15-3:15
	Time	Late^	Skipping*
1st Period 	8:15-9:50 (95 minutes)	8:15 am	8:25 am
2nd Period	9:56-11:31 (95 minutes)	9:56 am	10:06 am
3rd Period	11:37-1:37 (92 minutes/class)	11:37 am	11:47 am
	1st Lunch-11:54-12:16	     100 Hallway	12:19 pm	12:29 pm
	2nd Lunch-12:19-12:41	      200 Hallway	12:44 pm	12:54 pm
	3rd Lunch-12:44-1:06	     300/400/700 Hallways/115 and 127	1:09 pm	1:19 pm
	4th Lunch-1:09-1:34	     ROTC/Gym/PE/Fine Arts/900 Hallway/130/227/135	
4th Period	1:40 p.m.-3:15 p.m. (95 minutes)	1:40 pm	1:50 PM


2. PENALTIES FOR LATE WORK & POLICIES ON MISSED EXAMS, MAKE-UP EXAMS OR QUIZZES
It is the student’s and parent’s responsibility, not the teachers’, to arrange for make-up work. Students should ask their teacher for any missed assignments on the first day they return to school. The number of days allowed to complete make-up work will be determined by the principal or his/her designee. The days allowed to make up work will not exceed the number of days absent except under extenuating circumstances approved by the principal or his/her designee. Students assigned Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) will be allowed to make up work upon return to school. The number of days to complete make-up work is commensurate to the number of days of OSS (i.e.., 3 days of Out-of-School Suspension = 3 days to make up work missed).
3. MISSING ASSIGNMENT POLICY

After the grade is posted in IC, the student has until the following Friday to complete the missing assignment. (For example, if the grade is posted on Wednesday of this week, the student will have until next Friday to complete the missing assignment.) When the completed assignment is turned in, it is graded for accuracy. The student will receive a total deduction not to exceed ten (10) points. 
4. REASSESSMENT POLICY

Students will have an opportunity to repair a unit test grade (below 70%) after participating in interventions and documenting participation in activities to address unfinished learning. If a student does not earn 70% or higher, they must notify the teacher of intent to reassess when the grade is given.  If a student does not earn 70% or higher, the student has until the upcoming Wednesday to participate in interventions and complete the unit test repair request form. After the grade is posted the upcoming Wednesday has passed and unit test repair has not been completed: The student is no longer eligible for reassessment. After the grade is posted the upcoming Wednesday has passed, documentation has been provided (Unit Test Repair Request Form) and Unit Test Repair has been completed (if the new assessment grade is at least 70% or above).
Please note that semester/final exam grades are final. There are no retake opportunities for semester/final exams.






The score for reassessments will be based on a scaled score not to exceed 85%.    
Please see the scale below (+).
Conversion Chart for Reassessment (+) 

Actual Score 	Scaled Score	Actual Score 	Scaled Score	Actual Score 	Scaled Score	Actual Score 	Scaled Score	Actual Score 	Scaled Score
100%	85%	93%	79%	86%	73%	79%	67%	74%	63%
98%	84%	92%	78%	85%	72%	78%	66%	73%	62%
97%	83%	91%	77%	84%	71%	76%	65%	72%	61%
96%	82%	89%	76%	82%	70%	75%	64%	71%	60%
95%	81%	88%	75%	81%	69%	74%	63%	69%	59%
94%	80%	87%	74%	80%	68%	73%	62%		

5. REQUESTS FOR INSTRUCTOR FEEDBACK ON DRAFTS AND REQUESTS TO REVISE
Feedback can come in many forms via verbal or written. 
6. TECHNOLOGY POLICIES: 
Misuse of Electronic Communication Devices: Unauthorized possession, displaying or using a cell phone, pager, or other electronic communication device during the school day without the consent of the principal or his/her designee. 
7. ETHICS/VIOLATIONS OF ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/CHEATING: Coursework submitted by a student must be the student’s own, original work. Students shall not cheat on any assignment by giving or receiving unauthorized assistance or commit the act of plagiarism. Students who commit such acts are subject to not receiving credit on the assignment in question and will be subject to disciplinary action as well.

*Writing assignments that are completed through AI or ChatGPT are also considered cheating*
Resources for Students
There will be a section on Google Classroom with additional resources.
  Disclaimer
The instructor reserves the right to make modifications to this information throughout the semester.
Parent-Teacher Contact
· The teacher should always be the first point of contact for a parent. The quickest way to contact your child’s teacher is through email. Teachers are required to respond to parent emails within 24-48 hours.

· In order to be informed of your child's progress on assignments always check Infinite Campus, the official mode of communication for Stockbridge High School.

· Another way to check your child’s progress is through Google Classroom. Be sure to have your child’s teacher to enroll you in Google Classroom notifications that are sent to your email. Preliminary 

Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments
· 
	Date
	Topics/Assigned Readings/Homework
	Major Assignments and Deadlines

	


	Human Population Impact
	Unit 1 Test 

	
	Energy Resources 
	Unit 2 Test 

	
	Ecology 
	Succession Project 

Unit 3 Test 

	



	Biological Diversity 
	Biogeochemical Cycle Project 

	
	

Climate Change 

	TBA 



Amnesty Policy
Students can make up Practice Work and Assessments that have resulted in a grade of Zero (0%). The student may not receive full credit AND a grade higher than a (70%) regardless of the level of performance. The Practice Work and Assessment may be an alternative assessment.  Teachers may not allow students to makeup assignments from a previous amnesty week.  
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